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1.1 British anti-slavery patrols (1808-1886) 

 
In 1807, the British parliament banned the slave trade. This was an important decision, given that British 

ships had transported 4 million slaves since 1650. In 1808, the ñRoyal Navy Anti Slavery Fleetò was created, 

in order to hunt down and stop the slave ships. The fleetôs task was to suppress the Atlantic slave trade by 

patrolling the coast of West Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The logbook of the Jaseur mentions that the ship was in Banana from March 16 to April 12, 1868, it also 

relates the visit made by Lt. Greenhow on April 9 to the British ship Normandy which was also in Banana. 

The letter was handed over by the officer to the crew of the Normandy, who immediately handed it to the 

naval agents of the harbour who immediately posted it (June 6, 1868). 

Prephilatélic period 
 

1. Before Congo Free State (1886) 
 

 

 

Letter written by Lieutenant 

Long of the H.M.S. Zebra 

(British anti-slavery ship) dated 

ñJan 9th 1864, Congo-Riverò 

and posted to his mother in 

Arundel (Great Britain). 6d 

postage (officer's concessionary 

rate from July 1857 until late 

1869), payable on arrival.  On 

the reverse, transit postmark: 

London (12 March) and arrival 

postmark: Arundel (same day), 
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The newspaper De Nieuwe Rotterdamse Courant of June 7, 1868 reports the arrival, the day before, of the 

Normandy from Banana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St. Paul de Loanda « ...have Reached St. Paul de Loanda after 30 days At sea... » Seymour made a 

decription of Shark Point: 

« ...the place we are now is just a sandy beach with thick bush above it and a few wretched native huts...» 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter sent from Dublin 

to the Officer Burke 

aboard the H.M.S. 

Jaseur, franked by a 

stamp of 6 pence, 

cancelled by the duplex 

stamp DUBLIN / OC 

9/68.  

 

6 pence was the 

officers' postage rate 

for Ascension. 

Letter written at « Turtle Cove, Shark Point » (in front of 

Banana) 21 January 1870; handwritten note « No stamps 

obtainable », sent to Alcester. Surcharged 6 d at arrival (officer's 

concession rate). Reverse: « Liverpool Br.Packet 18 MR 70 », « 

Redditch MR 19 70 » and « Alcester MR 19 70 ». 

 

The cover was handed over to the ship Fly. We read « ...we have 

met the Fly who takes our mails and one or two invalids". 
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1.2 Mail sent to the British anti-slavery patrols 

 
The H.M.S. Avon was part of an anti-slavery fleet of 12 ships that patrolled the Gulf of Guinea. In 1877, it 

was close to the mouth of the Congo River. As a reprisal for the looting of the American merchant ship 

Joseph Nickerson by the natives, the crew helped burn down five villages along the river. 

 

Letter posted by Sir Moses 

Montefiore (signed in the lower 

right-hand corner) to ñCaptain 

Leicester C. Keppel / H M S Avon / 

Sharks Point / River Congo/ West 

Coast Africaò.  

The letter is franked with two 3 

penny stamps (rate from 1.7.1857 

until 14.4.1879 for normal letters 

sent to West Africa), cancelled by 

the duplex postmark ñ634ò in 

Ramsgate on 21 March 1877. 

 

 

   
 

Several expeditions reached the Congo from the north-east via the Nile: Petherick in 1858.  

 

2.1 John Petherick (1813-1882) was a mining engineer who worked for the Egyptian Pasha Mehmet Ali 

from 1845-1848 and settled in Khartoum (Sudan) in 1853, where he worked as an ivory trader and British 

consular official. He travelled widely in the Bahr-Al -Ghazal region in South Sudan, which was almost 

unknown during this period. In 1858, he was in Mundu (Faradje), in what would later become the Belgian 

Congo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Transported by British passenger ship from Falmouth to Alexandria (no transit postmark) and taken by 

consular post to the Upper Nile (along the navigable section) and then by camel across the desert to 

Khartoum in Sudan. This letter reached the town in about February 1858 when Petherick was already 

travelling to the Congo. 

 

The oldest letter (with stamps) currently known to have been sent to the Sudan 

Letter sent from Cardiff 

on 19 November 1857 

to ñJohn Petherick, 

Chartoom, Central 

Africa to the care of 

Alfred Walne H.B.M. 

consul Cairo Egypt". 

  

6d postage (rate from 

1.1.1857 - 1.1.1866 for 

British sea mail). On 

the reverse, transit 

postmark in red added 

in London: 

ñLONDON/PB/NO20/5

7ò. 

2. British explorers mail 
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2.2 Livingstone. Starting in 1852, a few Europeans entered the territory of the future Congo from the south 

via Cape Town or from the east via Zanzibar, including Livingstone (between 1852-1873), Grant (1860), 

Stanley (1874 -1877), etc. 

 

Dr David Livingstone undertook 3 expeditions between 1852-1873, during 2 of which he entered the 

territory of the future Congo. 

 

1st expedition (1852-1856): Livingstone followed the course of the Kasai River in 1854 

2nd expedition (1858-1864): the Zambezi expedition (entirely outside Congo) 

3rd expedition (1866-1873): expedition around Lake Tanganyika 

 

1st expedition 

Roderick Murchison, president of the ñRoyal Geographical Societyò decided to send a copy of his book to 

Livingstone in June 1852. Like all mail posted to Livingstone, the book was carried by native messengers to 

an agreed place: a small island in the middle of the Zambezi River, where it was buried under a baobab. At 

this point, Livingstone was on the banks of the river Kasai while travelling towards Dilolo (Congo). About 

one year later, after travelling from Luanda, Livingstone dug up all his mail from under this baobab and found 

this book, as well as other items. He tells this story on the cover pages of the book. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route followed by Livingstone (1852 -56) 
Route followed by the book (1853 ð 56) 

 

Extract of the diary  
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Unfranked and untaxed letter posted by Lord Murchison, president of the Royal Geographical Society on 1 

January 1859 to Dr. Livingstone on the Zambezi River during his second expedition. 

 

2.3 Henri Morton Stanley 

 

A letter written by Henry Morton Stanley during his second expedition to the Congo - Letter written by 

Stanley at the "village of N'Sanda" on August 4th, 1877, in which, at the end of his forces, near Boma, he 

called for help " to any gentleman who speaks English at Embomma .... We are in state of imminent 

starvation. " He adds in postscript: "I am the person who discovered Livingstone." Following the sending of 

this letter, food was sent to him in time. If there had been no reaction, Stanley may have died there and the 

Belgian Congo might never have been born. 
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Letter written by Stanley at the ñVillage of NôSandaò on 4 August 1877, in which he appealed for help from 

ñany gentleman who speaks English at Embomaò 
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VILLAGE OF N'SANDA 

 

AUGUST 4th 1877 

 

 

To any gentleman who speaks English at Emboma 

 

Dr. Sir, 

 

I have arrived at this place from Zanzibar with 115 souls, men, women, and children. We are now in a state 

of imminent starvation. We can buy nothing from the natives, for they laugh at our kinds of cloth, beads and 

wire. There are no provisions in the country that may be purchased, except on market days, and starving 

people cannot afford to wait for these markets. I therefore have made bold to dispatch three of my young 

men, natives of Zanzibar, with a boy named Robert Feruzi of the English Mission at Zanzibar, with this letter 

craving relief from you. I do not know you, but I am told there is an Englishman at Emboma, and as you are 

a Christian and a gentleman, I beg you not to disregard my request. The boy Robert will be better able to 

describe our true condition, than I can tell you in this letter. We are in state of the greatest distress, but if 

your supplies arrive in time, I may be able to reach Emboma within four days. 

 

I want 300 cloths, each 4 yards long, of such quality as you trade with, which is very different from that we 

have; but better than all would be 10 or 15 man loads rice, or grain to fill their pinched bellies immediately, 

as even with the cloths it will require time to purchase food, and starving people cannot wait. 

 

The supplies must arrive within two days, or I may have a fearful time of it among the dying. Of course, I 

hold myself responsible for any expense you may incur in this business.  

What is wanted is immediate relief, and I pray you to use your utmost energies to forward it at once. 

 

For myself, if you have such little luxuries as tea, coffee, sugar, and biscuits by you, such as one man can 

easily carry, I beg on my own behalf that you will send a small supply, and add to the great debt of gratitude 

due to you upon the timely arrival of the supplies for my people. Until that time I beg you to believe me 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

H.M. Stanley 

 

Comdg - Anglo-American Expedition For  

Exploration of Africa. 

 

 

 

P.S. You may not know me by name -I therefore add that I am the person that discovered Livingstone in 

1871. 

H.M.S. 
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2.4 Gordon 

In 1873, he was appointed governor of the province of Equatoria in the Sudan. Between April 1874 and 

December 1876 he mapped the upper Nile and established a line of stations along the river as far south as 

present day Uganda. He was then promoted to governor general, where he asserted his authority, crushing 

rebellions and suppressing the slave trade. 

North East Congo was part of the Province of Equatoria of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. The governors of 

Equatoria, were the first residents in North East Congo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter written by General Gordon, Governor of Equatoria, on 4 August 1876 in Magungo (on the banks of 

Lake Albert) and sent to Khartoum. 

 

The envelope bears a wax seal with the imprint of the personal seal of the ñmandarinò Gordon, who was 

awarded this title by the Empress of China for saving her throne form the Taiping Rebellion in 1863. 
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In 1886, Henri Morton Stanley led a rescue mission through the CONGO. 

 

A committee composed of private persons in favor of a relief expedition was created, headed by William 

Mackinnon, who in December 1886 hired Henry Morton Stanley, who was still under contract with King 

Leopold II. Understanding the advantages could derive from it, the King of the Belgians Leopold II would 

that finance the "Emin Pasha Relief Expedition" himself. The King hoped to collect the fruits of his 

investment: to persuade Emin Pasha to work for him and get his hands on the province of Equatoria. 

 

After having órescuedô Emin Pasha, the expedition reached Zanzibar in 1889. 

 

Only one letter has survived written by the expedition doctor, Dr Parke. 

 

Dr Parke wrote to his father from Yambuya in the Congo in June 1887. The latter had 

the excellent idea of nothing the history of this letter sent by his son I a few lines on 

the back of the envelope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emin Pasha 
 

 

Cancellation of the 

Boma post office 

applied on the front 

dated 14 July 1887. 

A transit mark was 

struck in Lisbon on 

12 August and 

another on its 

arrival in Drumsna 

in Ireland on 16 

August 1887. 

3. The « Emin Pasha Relief Expedition » (1887-1889) 
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4.1 Posted in Great Britain without postage stamps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter written in Kinshasa (handwritten inscription: ñFrom Congo River Stamps not procurableò) in October 

1884, taken to England and posted without postage stamps in Peckham on 10 January 1885 where the charge 

of 2 pence was applied (charge for unfranked letters sent as domestic mail). On the reverse, arrival postmark: 

ñLondon JA 10 85ò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter written in Kinshasa on 31 December 1884 and entrusted to a private individual who was travelling to 

England. Handwritten inscription: ñFrom Congo River stamps not procurableò. The letter was posted in 

England without postage stamps and the charge of 2d was applied (rate for normal letters sent as domestic 

mail was 1d. Unfranked letters were taxed twice the normal rate). Transit postmark: ñLondon S.W./ZX/MR 

17/85ò. 

On the reverse: arrival postmark: ñLondon W/MR18/85ò. 

 

 

4. Letters without intervention of the I.A.C. with British transit ship  
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4.2 Posted in Great Britain with postage stamps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter written on 3 February 1884 at Vivi and given to the Commandant of A.I.A. (African International 

Association) and taken by him on his way back to England. At Li verpool, the letter was franked by 1 penny 

(domestic postage rate), cancellation « Liverpool M R 24 84 ». 

 

4.3 By British ship Mail from Congo 

 

This next letter was written two months later again from Vivi near Bathurst who makes the description of 

Stanleyôs visit on 23 April 1884. Stanley decided to transfer Vivi station to a better place on the other side of 

the valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter written at Vivi on 24 April 1884 and given to the steamer Ville dôAnvers with departure the day after 

for Banana where the mail was given to a British ship. Unfranked cover bearing a 6d tax paid stamp. On the 

back: ñLondon JU 12 84ò. 
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The company of Waterlow & Sons developed from the print shop owned by 

James Waterlow, which began to produce lithographic copies of legal 

documents at Birchin Lane, London in 1810 and printed postage stamps in 

London from 1852. It also printed banknotes, share certificates and posters. 

As the business prospered, he was joined by his sons Albert, Walter, Sydney 

and Alfred. James Waterlow died in 1876 and it became a limited company.  

Following a dispute due to professional differences, the brothers decided, in 

1877, to split the company in order to form Waterlow & Sons Ltd and 

Waterlow Bros & Layton, the latter being headed by Alfred and his sons. 

 

 

 

These two 

companies co-existed until 1920, when 

they merged under the name Waterlow & 

Sons Ltd. The company was acquired by 

Purnell & Sons on 9 January 1961 but, 

shortly after, Purnell sold the division of 

Waterlow that printed banknotes, postage 

stamps, travellerôs cheques and bonds to De 

La Rue. In 2003, the De la Rue printing 

company recovered the business of printing 

banknotes for the Bank of England, which 

Waterlow & Sons had lost 75 years before. 

Waterlow & Sons Ltd was dissolved in January 2009. 

 

 

 

Trade with the Congo Free State and the Belgian Congo 

 

 

In 1894, the administration of the Congo Free State wished to 

replace the stamps previously printed using the letterpress 

method, as it did not find them very attractive and, above all, 

they were very easy to imitate. 

The previous year, the United States of America had issued a 

series of intaglio stamps in honour of Christopher Columbus, 

with scenes depicting the life of the explorer. King Leopold II 

liked the idea of issuing stamps with scenes representing the 

different stages of the ñpeaceful penetrationò or specific 

landscapes from this part of Africa for propaganda purposes in 

the Congo. 

 

 
 

Waterlow & Sons  
 

1. Waterlow & Sons Ltd. 
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The starting point was a diorama presented by 

the painters R. Mols and P. Van Engelen at the 

Antwerp Universal Exhibition in 1894.  

As specialists in intaglio printing, Waterlow & 

Sons exhibited their work on a stand at the 

same exhibition and it goes without saying that 

they were chosen to create these new stamps. 

 

Souvenir box from the diorama, Antwerp 1894. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. For the Congo Free State 

 

1894. Various landscapes and subjects known as ñMolsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity:  25 November 1894 - 31 December 1900  

0.05 Fr, sky blue frame,  0.05 Fr, brown frame 

0.10 Fr, brown/red frame,  0.10 Fr, sky blue frame 

0.25 Fr, yellow frame,  0.50 Fr, green frame                                                                 

      1.00 Fr, carmine, violet and dark lilac frame 

                                      5.00 Fr, brick red frame 

 

   Period of validity:  21 November 1896 - 31 July 1909 

              0.15 Fr, orange frame 

               0.40 Fr, green-blue frame 

 

 

 

 

Period of validity: 25 May 1900 - 31 July 1909  

0.05 Fr, green frame  0.25 Fr, blue frame 

0.10 Fr, red frame  0.50 Fr, green olive frame 

 

 

B. For the Belgian Congo 

 

1909. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñUnilingual Molsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity: 15 June 1909 - 31 March 1916 

0.05 Fr, green frame  0.15 Fr, orange frame 

0.10 Fr, red frame  0.50 Fr, olive green frame  

 

 

 

 

2. Stamps printed by Waterlow & Sons 
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1910. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñBilingual Molsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity: 1 February 1910 - 31 March 1916 

0.05 Fr, green frame  0.15 Fr, orange frame 

0.10 Fr, red frame  0.25 Fr, blue frame 

 

 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity: 15 September 1910 - 31 March 1916  

0.40 Fr, pale blue frame  1.00 Fr, lilac frame 

0.50 Fr, olive green frame  5.00 Fr, brick red frame 

 

 

 

1915. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñModified Bilingual 

Molsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame. 

Period of validity: 1 October 1915 - 31 December 1921 

0.05 Fr, green frame  0.40 Fr, carmine red frame  

0.10 Fr, red frame  0.50 Fr, bistre frame 

0.15 Fr, pale green frame 1.00 Fr, olive frame 

0.25 Fr, blue frame  5.00 Fr, orange frame 

 

1917. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñModified Bilingual Molsò, special edition. 

Single colour stamps: black centre and frame 

Period of validity: 600 unissued series 

The reason why they were printed remains unknown. 

0.05 Fr, 0.10 Fr, 0.15 Fr, 0.25 Fr,  

0.40 Fr, 0.50 Fr, 1.00 Fr, 5.00 Fr black 

 

 

 

1918. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñRed Crossò. 

Bicoloured stamps: blue centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity : 15 May 1918 - 31 December 1921 

0.05 Fr, green frame  0.40 Fr, carmine red frame   

0.10 Fr, red frame  0.50 Fr, bistre frame 

0.15 Fr, pale green frame 1.00 Fr, olive frame 

0.25 Fr, blue frame  5.00 Fr, orange frame  10.00 Fr, green frame 

 

 

 

1927. Cattle farm stamp known as the ñLeysò. 

Single colour stamp: violet centre and frame 

Period of validity: 1 February 1927 (postage stamps sent to Africa on 20.12.1926) - 

31 December 1932. 

0.45 Fr, violet 
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1942. Commonly used stamps known as the ñPalm treesò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame 

Period of validity: 1 January 1943 - 31 December 1952: 

 

50,00 Fr, ultramarine and black 

100,00 Fr, carmine and black 

 

 

 

 

1943. Tax stamps (ñChiffres ï taxeò). 

Single colour stamps  

Period of validity : 30 June 1943 - 1957? 

0.10 Fr, olive  0.50 Fr, green 

0.20 Fr, blue  2.00 Fr, orange 

  

 

1948. 50th anniversary of the ñLeopoldville-Matadi Railwayò. 

Bicoloured stamp: green-yellow centre and blue frame 

Period of validity: 1 July 1948 - 31 December 1950 

 

2.50 Fr, blue and green-yellow 

 

 

C. For the Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi  

 

1925. Various subjects known as the ñColonial 

Campaignsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and carmine frame  

Period of validity: 8 July 1925 - 31 December 1926 

0.25 Fr + 0.25 Fr, predominantly in French, carmine frame 

0.25 Fr + 0.25 Fr, predominantly in Dutch, carmine frame 

Idem for Ruanda-Urundi 

 

1942. Colonial War Fund (ñFond Colonial des îuvres de Guerreò). 

Single colour stamps  

Period of validity: 17 February 1942 - 31 August 1942 

Belgian Congo:  10.00 Fr + 40.00 Fr, predominantly in French, green 

                         10.00 Fr + 40.00 Fr, predominantly in Dutch, ultramarine 

Ruanda-Urundi:  10.00 Fr + 40.00 Fr, predominantly in French, red 

       10.00 Fr + 40.00 Fr, predominantly in Dutch, blue 

 

 

1942. Commonly used stamps known as the ñPalm Treesò 

(ñPalmiersò). 

Single colour and Bicoloured stamps  

Period of validity : 23 May 1942 - 31 December 1952  

Belgian Congo: 0.05 Fr, bilingual. The other values are identical in 

colour on the predominantly French and Dutch issues.  

The 20 Fr is garnet and black. 

Ruanda-Urundi: the subject of the 0.75 Fr, 1.00 Fr and 1.25 Fr is 

different.  

                          The 20 Fr is brown-yellow and black. 
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A. For the Congo Free State 

 

1898. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñMolsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame. 

Period of validity: 4 May 1898 - 31 July 1909. 

3.50 Fr, vermilion frame,  10.00 Fr, green frame 

 

 

 

B. For the Belgian Congo 

 

1910. Various landscapes and subjects known as the ñBilingual Molsò. 

Bicoloured stamps: black centre and coloured frame. 

Period of validity: 1 December 1910 - 31 March 1916   

3.50 Fr vermilion frame,  10.00 Fr, green frame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterlow & Sons printed vignettes that were similar to some stamps, in order to highlight the quality of their 

work, but they were intended for use as advertising. These vignettes were printed using the original dies, 

which were used to manufacture stamps, but the colours are different from those that were adopted, in order 

to avoid any confusion. They were often demonetised by a perforation in the lower left-hand corner and 

almost always bear an overprint on two lines: "WATERLOW & SONS LTD. / SPECIMEN", in blue or 

black "stick" Latin characters, with or without the full stop after "LTD". The word "specimen" is sometimes 

found on the first line. 

 

 

 

3. Stamps printed by Waterlow Bros & Layton 
 

 

 

4. Vignettes by Waterlow & Sons Ltd 
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ñMolsò vignettes from the Congo Free State and Belgian Congo were printed on miniature sheets of nine 

unperforated vignettes, with full or partial perforation, during the 1920-25 period. These miniature sheets 

can be found without overprints and perforations, with the overprint in Latin characters or overprinted with 

narrow "stick" characters (with a full stop after LTD.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vignettes affixed to the same miniature sheet are also known to exist, with the "WATERLOW & SONS 

LIMITED" company name at the top and "LONDON, ENGLAND" or "LONDRES, ANGLETERRE" at the 

bottom. This type of miniature sheet would be presented to administrations, which would be likely to place 

an order.  Several types are known to exist. 
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Miniature sheets also exist with the only stamp in unadopted colours, which must have been used to 

advertise the expertise of the printing company. They bear the dry stamp of ñWaterlow & Sonsò. 

 

B. ñSpecimenò. 

 

These unilingual ñMolsò and 

ñBilingualò / ñModified 

Bilingualò series with the 

ñSPECIMENò overprint would 

have been used as presentations 

given to postal administrations. 

 

C. Workshop proof. 

 

These proofs are from perforated and unperforated colour and layout essays.  

They were always punched to show that they had been demonetised. 
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D. ñFiles-copyò. 

 

ñFiles-copyò can be 

found in sheets of 4 

stamps or strips and, 

more rarely, in full 

sheets. One sheet has 

been preserved by order 

of the post office, but 

several orders for the 

same stamp may exist 

depending on whether 

stocks ran out.  

They come from the 

printerôs archives. 

All of them have been 

punched when they 

were demonetised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterlow Bros & Layton only 

printed essays with unadopted 

colours, which were either 

perforated or unperforated. It is 

thought that they were made for 

pleasure, as they do not include any 

indication of the company. 

 

 

 

Waterlow & Sons was also appointed to print postal stationery for the C.F.S. and the Belgian Congo. The 

numbers are those used in the classification by J. Stibbe (see Reference 7). 

ñC.F.S. Molsò.  Period of validity : March 1897 - 31 July 1909. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Domestic and neighbouring countries service         16. Domestic and neighbouring countries service 

 

5. Waterlow Bros & Layton vignettes. 
 

 

 

6. Postal stationery made by Waterlow & Sons. 
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18. Domestic and neighbouring colonies service 19. Domestic and neighbouring colonies service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. International service                                    15. International service 

 

ñUnilingual stampsò. Period of validity:  15 June 1909 - 31 December1910 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26.                    27. 

ñBilingual stampsò. Period of validity:  1 December 1910 - 31 March 1916  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

36.                37.  

 

 

ñBilingual stampsò.  

Period of validity: 1 April 1911 - 31 March 1916   

 

 

 

 

41. 
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ñBilingual stampsò Period of validity:  ?? ?? 1911 - 31 March 1916 

 

38.       39.       40. 

 

ñBilingual stampsò. Period of validity: 1 November 1912 - 31 December 1921 

 

42. Illustrated postcard  43. Illustrated postcard 

 

ñModified bilingual stampsò. Period of validity : 1 October 1915 - 31 December 1921 

 

44.     45.         46. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

47. 

Specimens: Postal stationery exists with the printerôs stamp and ñSPECIMENò mark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


