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The Re-Lado and the Lado Enclave (188910)

Thomas Lindekens page5-41

Postal stationery (Stibbe cataldguernt t L AD®J lé 24 octobre 18@®ctobet4h, 196) 6 an d

handwritt en6l0¥06ec ep d readp hadK dahroddt oaugna iwni tNbvenib&h&1 906 e -

and dispatchedrtoxellesBelgium where it arrived Noverhp&8QdT ransit by Whildile T.P. (steamer)
October811906T hi s postcard used oOthe Nile routeo.

It is an example of fraud. The normal rate from the Encla\éotoeBsgiawas 15 centingdsnuary 1,

1886 to April 4, 191he sender franked it with 10 centimes, which was the equivalent of the Sudan
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Les Congolatres

By  Thomas Lindekens

The PrelLado (18891897)

Between 1889 and 1894 King Leopold Il wanted to continue the expansion of its territory north of the Bor
River, especially in the Balel-Ghazal region. After multiple border disputes with France, a treatgned

with it and all posts founded by the Belgians in this region are evacuated. This puts an end to Belgian
exploration in this area. We collect the letters of the various members of these expeditions as well as the
places where they are written. Thayin which the mail is transmitted is that of the Congo River in the
direction of Leopoldville and Boma to reach Europe.

1. The Vangele expedition (1883891)

2. The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (:8803)

3. The withdrawal of the Van Kerchoverpedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1891894)i the Baert
expediton

4. The UbangiBomu expedition (December 1892 to December 1894)

5. The Hanolet expedition (September 1893 to November 1894)

6. Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso

The Lado Enclave (1897910)

After military, financial and diplomatic effort¢he Belgian occupation of the Lado enclave begins on
17/02/1897 after the Chaltin expedition's victory over the Mahdists in Bedden and Redjaf. We collect her
men, places of departumdgstinations and routega the following chapters: The Congo route, The Nile
route, The Ugandan route, Uele mail in transit via the Lado Enclave, Mail to and from Mahagi, The Merid
Zone, Force Publique mail within the Lado Enclave, Mail addressed t@atlteEnclave, Mail in Transit via
the Lado Enclave.

It should be known that the Enclave of Lado (and the area of Meridi) never had a post office, so that the
stamps that cancel the stamps are either Sudanese or Ugaduegnt in cases where the couriaspes by

the way of theRiver Congo. In this case we will find marks of the Independent State of Congo1288%H/
Belgian Congo (1909.960).

1. The Congo Route (1897 to November 1901)

a. The Congo Routé Nile route ® closing (December 1901 to beginningd4)
2. The Congo Route (1904 to November 1905)

a. The Congo Routé Nile route 29 closing(December 1905 to &y 1906)
3. The Congo Route (June 1906 to 1910)

4. The Nile route
a. Mail franked with Congo Free State stamps
b. Congo Free State stamps with Khartoumés
c. Mail franked with Sudanese stamps
d Transit ALadoo

5. Mail from the Méridi zone

6. Mail from Mahagi
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The Vangele expedition (1889891)

King Leopold Il asked
Alphonse Vangele to organize
and occupy the region of
Ubangi he discovered during
his last two trips. He sailed to
Lisbon in Portugal on
February 6, 1889. On May 21
1889, after two months of
preparation, the expedition lef
Leopoldvile aboard two ships
(the AIA and the ErAvant) as
well as thefavorite pirogue of
Vangele.

The European members of thg
expedition are: Captain
Vangele, District
Commissioner Georges Le Marinel, Lieutenant Léon Hanolet, Sergeant Busine, Lt. Edouardhiee Rec
Scandinavian mechanics Gustaf Gustaffson, Niels Christensen and a Maltese. In addition, the expeditior
90 Africans.

June 23 Zongo iunded Hanolet and Busine are responsible for developing this position with the help of
few Africans. On Juyl 8th and 9th, the Bonga rapids are crossed. July 16th is the turn of the rapids of the
elephant. On July 23, they are in Mokwange (Mokoangay). Resignation then desettiehMaitesen

Banzy. After several unsuccessful attempts to cross the rapidgeMagturnsto Mokwange on 23 August.
Marinel, ill, must go down to Leopoldville whehe stayed fo4 months.

Postal stationery (Stibbe'/éétvélbvgue' n°3) written by Georges Le Marinel at Léopoldville July 28, 1889 and
cancelledbnthe arrival in Boma August 9, 1889.
6
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1830893)

Appointed state inspector, V&erckhoven is chosen by King Leopold Il to plant the flag of the Congo Free State
along the banks of the Nile. The expedition initialbnsistof 14 officers and nowommissioned officers, two
mechanics, two clerks, two doctors, three interpreters addngdindigenougarmed)troops. This number will
subsequently be 60 Europeans in totathlttesthe expedltlon two years to reach the Nile.

Van Kerckhoven arrived in Boma on
December 2, 1890+om there he

went with the bulk of his troops to  cdes— S &7 / %ﬁw‘ g
Bumba via lhe Congo River. The o .mm- e N i;;mm e
vanguard left Bumba in April 3, 1891. Q"‘ Jila s e e A->62Dungu
¥ ol An ﬂd
lie » ""’”d/
On July 8, 1891 the vanguard left E TM“M A/\E T gm ‘e
Djabir eastward along the Uele. This 25— B .

reached Bima. On December 12, 189
Van Kerckhoven left Bomokandi with
his expedition and finally headed east. He foundegbtists in Amadi, Surongo and Yangdéiater namedNiangara.

All these new posts are fortified and commanded by Europeans according to the orders of King Leopold 1l who are
occupied and defend the territory against the Arabs.

On April 1, 1892, Van Kerckhan was preparing to head for the Nile but on April 8 he had a fever and was confinec
to bed. He left on April 18th, arriving on the 23rd at the confluence of Kilnatigu and on the 28th at Zibba

Mbittima (longitude 290E). He then left for Surur where hévad on June 10, 1892. They then went up the Nzoro.

On July 25, he was at Tagmolanghi. On August 2nd, en route to Kibbi, the 9th expedition was 15 km south of Mou
Beka.

August 10, 1892 tragedy, an accident occurs and Van Kerckhovenfdies bullet in the back. On October 4, the
expedition arrives at
Wadelai.

Postal stationery
(Stibbe catalogue
n°4) written by
EugéeneConstant
Blocteurat
Léopoldville
October 261891 .
andsent to Boma - ; 5 ' -
where it arrived ‘%/MM / @@a{%—&% ol
November 7, 7 §
1891 - - e |

EugeneConstant : %%ﬂ ;

Blocteurwas2"
Lieutenant Coté réservé a l'adresse. T
assignedd the
Van Kerckhoven .
expedition. He
took part in the e S o 3 ; :
advance guard AN Cr Pl ok Topic s  STa 4
commanded by '
Ponthier. He left Djabir in July 1891 and became station commander in Angu. He succumbed to iliness a
was obliged to gto Ibembo in September 1891.

CARTE POSTALE

(Service de l'intérieur et-des pays limitrophes jusques et y con
Libreville au Nord et Mossamedes au-Sud,)
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1830893)

— = » o - 7 TR 2o R ——

% . UNION POSPALE UNIVERSELLE

. .BTAT INDEPENDANT DU CONGO (&

CARTE POSTALE

G Lol 3 ’/gz’m.,ﬁad&’/a/w A‘,’[:—u--hza«..jf/é/g/.

{& /é/t-‘a. % =2

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogu&)written byCharles de la Kethulle de RyhosefiEn r out e mo
(Ouellé pays deNliamNiam 5 9¢1891( Nove mber 5, Aati8épbldvile Febauarg 2 1892e d
andsent to Brussels / Belgium. Trangid Boma in February 1892.

Part oftext of the postal stationafly.. Arrived at Ibembo on the Itimbiri on September 16. | sebauthe
18th, arrived on October 1st at Djabir @uellé river Niangara and/'bima on 2 September, | leave by
canoe in two or three days for the Bomokandi from where | will probably go to Lake Albert and the Nile ..

The postal stationery was writteg 6harles DE LA KETHULLE DE RYHOVE, Lieutenant posted to Rafai
as Resident in December 1891. Following orders from Van Kerckhoven, he visited the sultan of Rafai in
north. Transferred to Yakoma in March 1892 and then to Bangasso in May, he finally f@tSemio. In
December that year, as part of a new expedition which went even further north, he reached Songo in eat
1893. After his return to Rafal, he was asked to organize, together with Nilis, an expedition teEftofrah
Nahas. He left Rafai in Beuary 1894, reaching Bandassi in March and Katuaka in April. He left, heading
south and met up with the Hanolet expedition on its way to Chari. He returned in Europe in October 1894
the end of his term.

8
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut OQuellé/Ual (18901893)

*

I":\*IIW POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

ETAT INDEPENmCONGO
RN

‘ N
| mm‘ P@su E

Donie (é; oy *_
i "‘:?/’/N 0/ f?w[ W/ L@cﬂw/ma ueﬂ q |

Coté l’@éﬁu a l'adresse, .‘ g e e S T ' o i
H % e / t?{,( gW« :

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogu&nritten byJacques DautzenbeagiLéopoldville 17 9bre 91
( November 17, atl&poldyille Noveanber ) 1B%ndsent to Brussels / Belgium where it
arrived January 11, 1892. Trangih Boma December 9, 1891.

The postal stationery was written dgcques DAUTZENBER@He joined the Upper Uélexpedition in
February 1892 and was post commander in Fafddjedu in Agril 1893. Having been transferred to the
post at Akka in April 1894, he returned to Europe two months later.

9
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The withdrawal of the Van Kerchoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1893894)
The Baert expedition

The BaertExpedition begins on August 14, leaving Dungu with [first name?] Ray and 86 soldiers. Along tl
way, Baert increases his troops with 350 additional men. On August 28, he arrives in Mundu. Accompan
by Bonvallet, Van Holsbeek, Delmotte and Ray, he pep#r leave Mundu to go to Magora and Ganda to
join Dalanghe. They will finally meet in Mundu on December 11, 1893. On January 1, 1894, Baert decide
to go to Niangara. The goal is to occupy Heleté because revolts burst across this area. Baert leaves
Mundu on January 22, 1894, towards Niangara. The BorRa&ebs column charged by Baert with
evacuating the posts east of Dungu is massacred on March 2, 1894. Baert's plan of defence is to guard 1
posts of Djabir, Ibembo, Dungu, Akka, Mundu and Gumbaraftrture reoccupation of the Lado Enclave.
On July 7, he is in Dungu with Francqui. Baert dies on August 15, 1894 in Dungu. He will be replaced by
Lemarinel in the command of the Uelé region.

CARTE POSTALE. — REPONSE.

UNION POH&SH é LLWLRSEI LE
ETAT INDE#EN})ANT DU CONGO

Al 4(1{;&5(:. )
\§ ;\‘;1‘ ¥

s ﬁ(Q%m/ - e

@%7” i “fw%zgﬂwa

(Coté I“QSGI'\L(‘,

gj(/; edilion %@TM:‘/

Postal stationery reply card (Stibbe catalogue n°7 reply) sent from Anvers (station) / Belgium August 2,
1893 to AOfficer Deneuso in Congo Free Sitate w
( Ni angara December 4, ©8ept8dmberl8 MB93ansit via Leop
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The UbangiBomu expedition (December 1892 to December 1894)

Several expeditions take place during this period i oFashoda
this region. Members of these expeditions are eKatuaka
chosen from residents already established in the Meete o 7
region or from newecruits. : e \Z

The UbangiBomuexpedition is ordered by G. Le ABandass! /”%l 5
Marinel. Balat arrived at Bangasso on February 1( Sy %} N
1893.He decidego make an expedition of Rafaly g Bomu He, oLado
reconnaissance and occupation between the Upp ‘{";"\Qhﬁ?% Semio [
Mbali and the Upper Kotto. He crosséeg tMbali e e D
and arrive in Gambothen headsouth towards iy
Songo. He goes to Bakuma to dismiss Khelulle, s e ey

he leaves in April for Rafai where he rehis

L /‘ 2,
i . ﬁ b3
deputy Jacquemin. Fbiis part, Balat is heading — —

towards Bangasso. He orders Buret in Yakomauodoa post at Sattet. Badies inmid-April before being
able to settle the litigation of tH&enchmarLiotard's incursion ird territories occupied by the Belgians.

Coté réservé a l'adresse.

, g & . ‘
‘% Z QW Y 5%@%4//»@/; L
Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°4, with additional 5c. stamp second issue
writt en by L®on BdAMOIBIMWI( Maly 7, 1893)0 cancell ed
1893 and sent to Bodange / Fauvillers / Belgium. Transit via Boma August 19, Anvers September 23 anc
Martelange September 25, 1893.

The postaktationery was written byéon HANOLET, Lieutenant assigned to tHeU4bangivVan Gele
expedition in May 1889. Hanolet spent two years in Zongo and returned to Europe in July 1891 after his
term. Promoted to Captasommander, he was assigned tothmngiBomu expedition in June 1892. In
October 1893 the expedition gathered in Bangasso, but did not set out for Yango until February 1894
reaching MObell ® in April, returning to Dabago
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Les Congolatres
The UbangiBomu expedition (December 1892 tBecember 1894)

Coté réservé a I'adresse.

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°4 with additional 5¢c. stamp second issue) written by Léon HANOLE
i nYakbma28mai98( May 28, 1893)0 cancelled at L®opol d
Belgium where it arrived September 24, 1893. Transit via Boma August 19 and Brussels September 23,
1893.

The postal stationery was written bgon HANOLET, Lieutenant assignéol the 4" UbangiVan Geéle
expedition in May 1889. Hanolet spent two years in Zongo and returned to Europe in July 1891 after his
term. Promoted to Captacommander, he was assigned to the Ub&ugnu expedition in June 1892. In
October 1893 the g@edition gathered in Bangasso, but did not set out for Yango until February 1894
reaching Moébell ® in April, returning to Dabago
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Les Congolatres
The Hanolet expedition (September 1893 to November 1894)

The Hanolet expedition resumed its march talsahe North in February 1894avingArrived at Yango,
from there Van Calster and Iver were sent to the vanguard to meet the SultafootiEEI-Senussi, and
obtain hissurrenderThey reached M'belle on April 4, 1894, when Hanolet joined them onliyri&94.
The expedition returned to Dabago on November 1, 1894.

al stationery (Stibbe cat aDabago®ljumAdl(dupe 1dyr i t
1 ) O cancelled at L®opoldville September 4,
22, 1894. Transit via Boma September 17, 1894.

Postal stationery written by Raphaél STROOBANT, [2eutenant assigned to the UbaBpmu

expedition, in Yakoma in February 1893 and in Bangasso in April. He was in Dabago in December 1893
Kuria in January 1894. Hanolet arrived shortly afterwards and assigned Stroobant, Van Caster and Inver
his expedition to Chari. In January 1894 hit mbago for Bangasso.
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Les Congolatres
Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso
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Congo Rj & C
Postal stationergStibbe catalogue 4D with additional stamp 5etampsecond issue) written by Célestin
He ¢ Qjuim9si (June 9, 1895e wasmore than probablyi e mi o at cantellesat t i me ) 0

Léopoldville August 3, 189andsent to Brussels / Belgium where it arrived September 3, 1895. Tvansit
Boma August 17, 1895.

Postal stationery written by CélestfECQ, Captain who set out for Yakoma in May 1894, replacing de la
Kethulle in Rafai before being posted to Semio in October 1894 where he succeeded Fiévez as Residen
December 1895, he was posted to the Uéré camp and met up with Chaltin, who rémiiieedmp until
January 1896. At the end of his term, in February 1897, he returned to Europe.
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Les Congolatres
Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso

Za s 'M"'W
Cor e
>

SEEL o g s e hiSamens % ol

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°11) written by Emile JACQUENINéo le 225-1893i E.
Jacquemin Lt De la force publique en résidence a Rafai Haut Qiivdi 22, 1893 oancelledat
Léopoldville June 1, 1893 and sent to Verviers / Belgium wheneiited July 23, 1893. Transita Boma
June 11 and Anvers July 23, 1893.

Postal stationery written by Emile JACQUEMIN, Lieutenant posted to the Residence in Rafai in March
1893 as seconimh-command. In February 1894, he had tempor#oilseplacede laKethulle until the arrival
of Captain Hecq. He died between Djabir and Yakoma in December 1894.

15



Les Congolatres
Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso

Cover (franked with a 50c. s eldbamgiBomu€agode )( hvaerolietats
than probably iBBangasso at this time) cancelleid_éopoldville January 5, 1895 and sent to Liege /
Belgium where it arrived in February 1895. TranstBoma January 17, 1895.

Cover written by Joseph DONNAY, Captasommander posted to Ubargomu in March 1893. He
arrived in Yakoma in October of that year. In June 1894 he was sent as Resident to Bangasso and went
to Boma in January 1896.

Postae rate: cover = 50c. / 15gr. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910)
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Les Congolatres
The Congo route

Initially, this was the only route for the transport of mail from the Lado. During the first years the mail
passed through the Bumba office and then through Ibembo, the principal post office for this route until th
end of the Lado Enclave. In December 19 Nile route (opened in 1900) was closed until the beginning
of 1904, and closed for a second time from December 1905 until May 1906.

ALadod t olbdBbdd 1§" centary cancel

= |2 voie du Congo

Postal stationery (Stibbekat al ogue nA17 reply card with strai
| NCOMPLETEO at Ua8ode 1 novembre 188(nNowvne niber 19, 1898) 0
Ibembo January 15, 1899 and dispatched to Anvers / Belgium where it arrived March 18, 4898 byr
Boma February 19, 1899. In Anvers, it was redirected to Beverloo / Belgium where it arrived March 20,
1899.

Postage rate: postcard = 15c¢. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910)
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Les Congolatres

Congo Route
ARedj af o tloemi®ed" genturyrcancel

Cover (franked with 2x 25c. or angeRefjafle26V-1900¢é Mo
(May2 6, 1900) o0 atdbendbo dumerl2z, £900 aadddispatched to Liege / Belgium where it arrived
September 21, 1900. Transgia Léopoldville, Boma in August 1900 and Anvers / Belgium September 20,
1900. Belgium postman cachet A280.

Postage rate: cover = 50c. / 15gr. (Janua@B86 to April 4, 1910)

The cover was written by Arthur HENRION lieutenant of the Public Force. Assigned to the expedition of t
Nile in 1897, he was in Redjaf in April 1898, in Lado then Kéro in September 1898, then from December
1899 to May 1900 at various positions in the [Bwe of Lado.
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Les Congolatres

Nile route - 1%t closingi December 1901 to beqginning of 1904
ACamp de | a col onne-IlmmboPdceftuyrcandel t o Swede

UGANDA

Postal stationery (Sti bb €ampdelacblangewderenford |&-80962f 15
(August10,19021 n t he Lado Enc !l avalbenbo Sepgtemier & 1902a@andd c a n
dispatched to SatéiSweden where it arrived November 6, 1902. Tranaitéopoldville October 2, 1902.

Postage rate: postcard = 15c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910)
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Les Congolatres

Nile route - 1%t closingi December 1901 to beqginning of 1904
ACamp de | a c ol dcComyeFred State llsemiio @G" tedturyt cancel

Postal stationery (Stibbe SOUDAN .
catalogue n°15 at 15c.) written |~ =
i nCarfip de la colonne de | enoiave dE
renfort(In the Lado Enclave at | :

pu Redjaf UGANDA

t hi s ,dancefledtibembo
September 29, 1902 and Ab e
dispatched to Matadi / Congo o
Free State where it arrived i

October 28, 1902. Transita ; S
Léopoldville October 24, 1902. ‘j

Postage rate: inland postcard =

10c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4,
1910)
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Les Congolatres

Nile route - 1%t closingi Decenber 1901 to beginning of 1904
ALadoo t olbd8md 26"icentary cancel

Postal stationery (Stibbe
catalogue n°18 at 10c. with
additional 5c. green stamp, Mol
i ssue) \Wwadolé20e n|
juin 1902 (June 201 902) ¢
cancelled at Ibembo August 5,
1902 and dispatched to Anvers
Belgium where it arrived
September 25, 1902. Transit vie—f/)’
Léopoldville August 23, 1902. ﬁ :
Bel gi an post ma
n1220.

UGANDA

Postage rate: postcard = 15c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4,
1910)

The postal stationery was written by Armand ENGEL,
NCO in the Public Force stationed in the Lado Enclave. He
arrived in Lado in July 1901 and left in September 1903.
He returned to Lado in October 1904 during Rfst@ur of
duty, remaining until April 107.
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