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SUMMARY 

 
 

 

Front cover 

 
 

 Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°18 written in òLADO ð le 24 octobre 1906 ð (October 24th, 1906)ó and 
handwritten cancelled òLado 26-10-1906 + paraphó and again at Khartoum with the retta ò306ó November 8th, 1906 
and dispatched to Bruxelles / Belgium where it arrived November 11th, 1906. Transit by White-Nile T.P. (steamer) 
October 31st, 1906. This postcard used òthe Nile routeó. 
 
It is an example of fraud. The normal rate from the Enclave to Belgium (for a postcard) was 15 centimes (January 1, 
1886 to April 4, 1910). The sender franked it with 10 centimes, which was the equivalent of the Sudanese rate of 4 
milliemes. 

The Nile route 
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The Pre-Lado (1889-1897) 

Between 1889 and 1894 King Leopold II wanted to continue the expansion of its territory north of the Bomu 

River, especially in the Bahr-el-Ghazal region. After multiple border disputes with France, a treaty is signed 

with it and all posts founded by the Belgians in this region are evacuated. This puts an end to Belgian 

exploration in this area. We collect the letters of the various members of these expeditions as well as the 

places where they are written. The way in which the mail is transmitted is that of the Congo River in the 

direction of Leopoldville and Boma to reach Europe. 

 

1. The Vangele expedition (1889-1891) 

2. The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1890-1893) 

3. The withdrawal of the Van Kerchoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1893-1894) ï the Baert 

expediton 

4. The Ubangi-Bomu expedition (December 1892 to December 1894) 

5. The Hanolet expedition (September 1893 to November 1894) 

6. Resident in Sultans of Rafaï, Semio and Bangasso 

 

The Lado Enclave (1897-1910)  

After military, financial and diplomatic efforts, the Belgian occupation of the Lado enclave begins on 

17/02/1897 after the Chaltin expedition's victory over the Mahdists in Bedden and Redjaf. We collect here 

men, places of departure, destinations and routes, via the following chapters: The Congo route, The Nile 

route, The Ugandan route, Uele mail in transit via the Lado Enclave, Mail to and from Mahagi, The Meridi 

Zone, Force Publique mail within the Lado Enclave, Mail addressed to the Lado Enclave, Mail in Transit via 

the Lado Enclave. 

It should be known that the Enclave of Lado (and the area of Meridi) never had a post office, so that the 

stamps that cancel the stamps are either Sudanese or Ugandan, except in cases where the courier passes by 

the way of the River Congo. In this case we will find marks of the Independent State of Congo (1886-1908) / 

Belgian Congo (1909-1960). 

 

1. The Congo Route (1897 to November 1901) 

a. The Congo Route ï Nile route 1st closing (December 1901 to beginning 1904) 

2. The Congo Route (1904 to November 1905) 

a. The Congo Route ï Nile route 2nd closing (December 1905 to May 1906) 

3. The Congo Route (June 1906 to 1910) 

  

4. The Nile route 

a. Mail franked with Congo Free State stamps 

b. Congo Free State stamps with Khartoumôs retta ñ306ò cancel and ñLado paraphò 

c. Mail franked with Sudanese stamps 

d. Transit ñLadoò 

 

5.  Mail from the Méridi zone 

 

6. Mail from Mahagi 

  

The Pre-Lado and the Lado Enclave (1889-1910) 

By  Thomas Lindekens  
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The Vangele expedition (1889-1891) 
 

King Leopold II asked 

Alphonse Vangele to organize 

and occupy the region of 

Ubangi he discovered during 

his last two trips. He sailed to 

Lisbon in Portugal on 

February 6, 1889. On May 21, 

1889, after two months of 

preparation, the expedition left 

Leopoldville aboard two ships 

(the AIA and the En-Avant) as 

well as the favorite pirogue of 

Vangele. 

 

The European members of the 

expedition are: Captain 

Vangele, District 

Commissioner Georges Le Marinel, Lieutenant Léon Hanolet, Sergeant Busine, Lt. Edouard De Rechter, 

Scandinavian mechanics Gustaf Gustaffson, Niels Christensen and a Maltese. In addition, the expedition has 

90 Africans. 

 

June 23 Zongo is founded, Hanolet and Busine are responsible for developing this position with the help of a 

few Africans. On July 8th and 9th, the Bonga rapids are crossed. July 16th is the turn of the rapids of the 

elephant. On July 23, they are in Mokwange (Mokoangay). Resignation then desertion of the Maltese in 

Banzy. After several unsuccessful attempts to cross the rapids, Vangele returns to Mokwange on 23 August. 

Marinel, ill, must go down to Leopoldville where he stayed for 4 months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°3) written by Georges Le Marinel at Léopoldville July 28, 1889 and 

cancelled on the arrival in Boma August 9, 1889. 
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1890-1893) 
 
Appointed state inspector, Van Kerckhoven is chosen by King Leopold II to plant the flag of the Congo Free State 

along the banks of the Nile. The expedition initially consists of 14 officers and non-commissioned officers, two 

mechanics, two clerks, two doctors, three interpreters and 500 men indigenous (armed) troops. This number will 

subsequently be 60 Europeans in total. It takes the expedition two years to reach the Nile.  

 

Van Kerckhoven arrived in Boma on 

December 2, 1890. From there he 

went with the bulk of his troops to 

Bumba via the Congo River. The 

vanguard left Bumba in April 3, 1891. 

 

On July 8, 1891 the vanguard left 

Djabir eastward along the Uele. This 

reached Bima. On December 12, 1891, 

Van Kerckhoven left Bomokandi with 

his expedition and finally headed east. He founded the posts in Amadi, Surongo and Yangara (later named Niangara). 

All these new posts are fortified and commanded by Europeans according to the orders of King Leopold II who are 

occupied and defend the territory against the Arabs. 

 

On April 1, 1892, Van Kerckhoven was preparing to head for the Nile but on April 8 he had a fever and was confined 

to bed. He left on April 18th, arriving on the 23rd at the confluence of Kibali-Dungu and on the 28th at Zibba 

Mbittima (longitude 29oE). He then left for Surur where he arrived on June 10, 1892. They then went up the Nzoro. 

On July 25, he was at Tagmolanghi. On August 2nd, en route to Kibbi, the 9th expedition was 15 km south of Mount 

Beka. 

 

August 10, 1892 - tragedy, an accident occurs and Van Kerckhoven dies from bullet in the back. On October 4, the 

expedition arrives at 

Wadelai. 

 

Postal stationery 

(Stibbe catalogue 

n°4) written by 

Eugène-Constant 

Blocteur at 

Léopoldville 

October 26, 1891 

and sent to Boma 

where it arrived 

November 7, 

1891. 

 

Eugène-Constant 

Blocteur was 2nd 

Lieutenant 

assigned to the 

Van Kerckhoven 

expedition. He 

took part in the 

advance guard 

commanded by 

Ponthier. He left Djabir in July 1891 and became station commander in Angu. He succumbed to illness and 

was obliged to go to Ibembo in September 1891.  
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1890-1893) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°5) written by Charles de la Kethulle de Ryhove at ñEn route môBima 

(Ouellé pays des Niam-Niam 5 9bre 1891 (November 5, 1891)ò cancelled at Léopoldville February 2, 1892 

and sent to Brussels / Belgium. Transit via Boma in February 1892.  

 

Part of text of the postal stationary "... Arrived at Ibembo on the Itimbiri on September 16. I set out on the 

18th, arrived on October 1st at Djabir on Ouellé river Niangara and M'bima on 2 September, I leave by 

canoe in two or three days for the Bomokandi from where I will probably go to Lake Albert and the Nile ... " 

 

The postal stationery was written by Charles DE LA KETHULLE DE RYHOVE, Lieutenant posted to Rafaï 

as Resident in December 1891. Following orders from Van Kerckhoven, he visited the sultan of Rafaï in the 

north. Transferred to Yakoma in March 1892 and then to Bangasso in May, he finally set out for Semio. In 

December that year, as part of a new expedition which went even further north, he reached Songo in early 

1893. After his return to Rafaï, he was asked to organize, together with Nilis, an expedition to Hofrah-El-

Nahas. He left Rafaï in February 1894, reaching Bandassi in March and Katuaka in April. He left, heading 

south and met up with the Hanolet expedition on its way to Chari. He returned in Europe in October 1894, at 

the end of his term.  
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The Van Kerckhoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1890-1893)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°5) written by Jacques Dautzenberg at ñLéopoldville 17 9bre 91 

(November 17, 1891)ò cancelled at Léopoldville November 18, 1892 and sent to Brussels / Belgium where it 

arrived January 11, 1892. Transit via Boma December 9, 1891.  

 

The postal stationery was written by Jacques DAUTZENBERG. He joined the Upper Uelé expedition in 

February 1892 and was post commander in Faradje-Mundu in April 1893. Having been transferred to the 

post at Akka in April 1894, he returned to Europe two months later.  
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The withdrawal of the Van Kerchoven expedition / Haut Ouellé/Uelé (1893-1894) 
The Baert expedition   

 

The Baert Expedition begins on August 14, leaving Dungu with [first name?] Ray and 86 soldiers. Along the 

way, Baert increases his troops with 350 additional men. On August 28, he arrives in Mundu. Accompanied 

by Bonvallet, Van Holsbeek, Delmotte and Ray, he prepares to leave Mundu to go to Magora and Ganda to 

join Dalanghe. They will finally meet in Mundu on December 11, 1893. On January 1, 1894, Baert decides 

to go to Niangara. The goal is to occupy Haut-Uelé because revolts burst across this area. Baert leaves 

Mundu on January 22, 1894, towards Niangara. The Bonvalet-Devos column charged by Baert with 

evacuating the posts east of Dungu is massacred on March 2, 1894. Baert's plan of defence is to guard the 

posts of Djabir, Ibembo, Dungu, Akka, Mundu and Gumbari for a future reoccupation of the Lado Enclave. 

On July 7, he is in Dungu with Francqui. Baert dies on August 15, 1894 in Dungu. He will be replaced by 

Lemarinel in the command of the Uelé region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery reply card (Stibbe catalogue n°7 reply) sent from Anvers (station) / Belgium August 2, 

1893 to ñOfficer Deneusò in Congo Free State where it arrived ñRe­u ¨ Niangara le 4 d®cembre 93 ï 

(Niangara December 4, 1893)ò. Transit via Leopoldville September 18, 1893. 
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The Ubangi-Bomu expedition (December 1892 to December 1894) 
 

Several expeditions take place during this period in 

this region. Members of these expeditions are 

chosen from residents already established in the 

region or from new recruits. 

The Ubangi-Bomu expedition is ordered by G. Le 

Marinel. Balat arrived at Bangasso on February 10, 

1893. He decides to make an expedition of 

reconnaissance and occupation between the Upper 

Mbali and the Upper Kotto. He crosses the Mbali 

and arrives in Gambo, then heads south towards 

Songo. He goes to Bakuma to dismiss Khelulle, so 

he leaves in April for Rafaï where he meets his 

deputy Jacquemin. For his part, Balat is heading 

towards Bangasso. He orders Buret in Yakoma to found a post at Sattet. Balat dies in mid-April before being 

able to settle the litigation of the Frenchman Liotard's incursion into territories occupied by the Belgians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°4, with additional 5c. stamp second issue) 

written by L®on HANOLET in ñBangasso 7 mai 93 ï (May 7, 1893)ò cancelled at L®opoldville August 7, 

1893 and sent to Bodange / Fauvillers / Belgium. Transit via Boma August 19, Anvers September 23 and 

Martelange September 25, 1893. 

 

The postal stationery was written by Léon HANOLET, Lieutenant assigned to the 4th Ubangi-Van Gèle 

expedition in May 1889. Hanolet spent two years in Zongo and returned to Europe in July 1891 after his first 

term. Promoted to Captain-commander, he was assigned to the Ubangi-Bomu expedition in June 1892. In 

October 1893 the expedition gathered in Bangasso, but did not set out for Yango until February 1894 

reaching Môbell® in April, returning to Dabago in November 1894. 
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The Ubangi-Bomu expedition (December 1892 to December 1894) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°4 with additional 5c. stamp second issue) written by Léon HANOLET 

in ñYakoma 28 mai 93 ï (May 28, 1893)ò cancelled at L®opoldville August 7, 1893 and sent to Uccle / 

Belgium where it arrived September 24, 1893. Transit via Boma August 19 and Brussels September 23, 

1893. 

 
The postal stationery was written by Léon HANOLET, Lieutenant assigned to the 4th Ubangi-Van Gèle 

expedition in May 1889. Hanolet spent two years in Zongo and returned to Europe in July 1891 after his first 

term. Promoted to Captain-commander, he was assigned to the Ubangi-Bomu expedition in June 1892. In 

October 1893 the expedition gathered in Bangasso, but did not set out for Yango until February 1894 

reaching Môbell® in April, returning to Dabago in November 1894. 
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The Hanolet expedition (September 1893 to November 1894)  

 

The Hanolet expedition resumed its march towards the North in February 1894. Having Arrived at Yango, 

from there Van Calster and Iver were sent to the vanguard to meet the Sultan of El-Kouti, El-Senussi, and 

obtain his surrender. They reached M'belle on April 4, 1894, when Hanolet joined them on June 16, 1894. 

The expedition returned to Dabago on November 1, 1894. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue nÁ11) written by Rapha±l Stroobant in ñDabago 11 juin 94 ï (June 11, 

1894)ò cancelled at L®opoldville September 4, 1894 and sent to Laeken / Belgium where it arrived October 

22, 1894. Transit via Boma September 17, 1894. 

 

Postal stationery written by Raphaël STROOBANT, 2nd Lieutenant assigned to the Ubangi-Bomu 

expedition, in Yakoma in February 1893 and in Bangasso in April. He was in Dabago in December 1893 and 

Kuria in January 1894. Hanolet arrived shortly afterwards and assigned Stroobant, Van Caster and Inver to 

his expedition to Chari. In January 1894 he left Dabago for Bangasso.  
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Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°10 with additional stamp 5c. stamp second issue) written by Célestin 

Hecq ñ9 juin 95ò ï (June 9, 1895: he was more than probably in Semio at this time)ò cancelled at 

Léopoldville August 3, 1895 and sent to Brussels / Belgium where it arrived September 3, 1895. Transit via 

Boma August 17, 1895. 

 
Postal stationery written by Célestin HECQ, Captain who set out for Yakoma in May 1894, replacing de la 

Kethulle in Rafaï before being posted to Semio in October 1894 where he succeeded Fiévez as Resident. In 

December 1895, he was posted to the Uéré camp and met up with Chaltin, who remained in the camp until 

January 1896. At the end of his term, in February 1897, he returned to Europe.  
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Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue n°11) written by Emile JACQUEMIN in ñLéo le 22-5-1893 ï E. 

Jacquemin Lt De la force publique en résidence à Rafaï Haut Ouellé (May 22, 1893)ò cancelled at 

Léopoldville June 1, 1893 and sent to Verviers / Belgium where it arrived July 23, 1893. Transit via Boma 

June 11 and Anvers July 23, 1893. 

 

Postal stationery written by Emile JACQUEMIN, Lieutenant posted to the Residence in Rafaï in March 

1893 as second-in-command. In February 1894, he had temporarily to replace de la Kethulle until the arrival 

of Captain Hecq. He died between Djabir and Yakoma in December 1894.   
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Resident in Sultans of Rafai, Semio and Bangasso 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover (franked with a 50c. second issue) written by Joseph Donnay in ñUbangi-Bomu Congoò (he was more 

than probably in Bangasso at this time) cancelled at Léopoldville January 5, 1895 and sent to Liège / 

Belgium where it arrived in February 1895. Transit via Boma January 17, 1895.  

 

Cover written by Joseph DONNAY, Captain-commander posted to Ubangi-Bomu in March 1893. He 

arrived in Yakoma in October of that year. In June 1894 he was sent as Resident to Bangasso and went back 

to Boma in January 1896.  

 

Postage rate: cover = 50c. / 15gr. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910) 
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The Congo route 
 

Initially, this was the only route for the transport of mail from the Lado. During the first years the mail 

passed through the Bumba office and then through Ibembo, the principal post office for this route until the 

end of the Lado Enclave. In December 1901 the Nile route (opened in 1900) was closed until the beginning 

of 1904, and closed for a second time from December 1905 until May 1906. 

 

ñLadoò to Belgium - Ibembo 19th century cancel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue nÁ17 reply card with straight linear mark ñBOMA CARTE 

INCOMPLETEò at 15c.) written in ñLado le 19 novembre 1898 ï (November 19, 1898)ò and cancelled at 

Ibembo January 15, 1899 and dispatched to Anvers / Belgium where it arrived March 18, 1899. Transit by 

Boma February 19, 1899. In Anvers, it was redirected to Beverloo / Belgium where it arrived March 20, 

1899. 

 

Postage rate: postcard = 15c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910) 
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Congo Route 
ñRedjafò to Belgium - Ibembo 20th century cancel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover (franked with 2x 25c. orange from the Mols issue which one fell) written in ñRedjaf le 26-V-1900 ï 

(May 26, 1900)ò and cancelled at Ibembo June 12, 1900 and dispatched to Liège / Belgium where it arrived 

September 21, 1900. Transit via Léopoldville, Boma in August 1900 and Anvers / Belgium September 20, 

1900. Belgium postman cachet ñ28ò. 

 

Postage rate: cover = 50c. / 15gr. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910) 

 

The cover was written by Arthur HENRION lieutenant of the Public Force. Assigned to the expedition of the 

Nile in 1897, he was in Redjaf in April 1898, in Lado then Kéro in September 1898, then from December 

1899 to May 1900 at various positions in the Enclave of Lado. 
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Nile route - 1st closing ï December 1901 to beginning of 1904   
 ñCamp de la colonne de renfortò to Sweden - Ibembo 20th century cancel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Postal stationery (Stibbe catalogue nÁ15 at 15c.) written in ñCamp de la colonne de renfort le 10-8-1902 ï 

(August 10, 1902 ï In the Lado Enclave at this time)ò cancelled at Ibembo September 8, 1902 and 

dispatched to Sater / Sweden where it arrived November 6, 1902. Transit via Léopoldville October 2, 1902. 

 

Postage rate: postcard = 15c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 1910) 
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Nile route - 1st closing ï December 1901 to beginning of 1904   
 ñCamp de la colonne de renfortò to Congo Free State - Ibembo 20th century cancel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe 

catalogue n°15 at 15c.) written 

in ñCamp de la colonne de 

renfort (In the Lado Enclave at 

this time)ò, cancelled at Ibembo 

September 29, 1902 and 

dispatched to Matadi / Congo 

Free State where it arrived 

October 28, 1902. Transit via 

Léopoldville October 24, 1902. 

 

Postage rate: inland postcard = 

10c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 

1910) 
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Nile route - 1st closing ï December 1901 to beginning of 1904   
 ñLadoò to Belgium - Ibembo 20th century cancel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal stationery (Stibbe 

catalogue n°18 at 10c. with 

additional 5c. green stamp, Mols 

issue) written in ñLado le 20 

juin 1902ï (June 20, 1902)ò, 

cancelled at Ibembo August 5, 

1902 and dispatched to Anvers / 

Belgium where it arrived 

September 25, 1902. Transit via 

Léopoldville August 23, 1902. 

Belgian postmanôs cachet 

ñ122ò. 

 

 

Postage rate: postcard = 15c. (January 1, 1886 to April 4, 

1910) 

 

The postal stationery was written by Armand ENGEL, 

NCO in the Public Force stationed in the Lado Enclave. He 

arrived in Lado in July 1901 and left in September 1903. 

He returned to Lado in October 1904 during his 2nd tour of 

duty, remaining until April 1907.  

  


