
My favorite covers

with Mols issues 
Usedfrom 1895 up to 

the end of 1932



Summaryof Mols issues
Mols issues issued ended

Mols XIX 25/11/1894 31/12/1900

Mols 15c-40c 21/11/1896 31/07/1909

Mols 3.50F - 10F 04/05/1898 31/07/1909

MOLS XX 25/05/1900 31/07/1909

CB overprint 1/01/1909 31/03/1916

unlingual issue 15/06/1909 31/03/1916

bilingual 1910 -1 1/02/1910 31/03/1916

bilingual 1910-2 15/09/1910 31/03/1916

bilingual 1910-3 1/12/1910 31/03/1916

bilingual 1915 1/10/1915 31/12/1921

bilingual 1915- 15c/1F/5F 1/10/1915 31/12/1932

overprinted 1921 issue 1/07/1921 31/12/1932

overprinted Malines issue 1/01/1922 31/12/1932

overprinted Boma issue-1 12/01/1922 31/12/1932

overprinted Boma issue-2 24/12/1922 31/12/1932

overprinted Boma issue-3 4/01/1923 31/12/1932

overprintedE'villeissue 4/01/1923 31/12/1932

campagnes coloniales 8/07/1925 31/12/1926



1895 ς1908
Congo Free State

The first stampsMols were issuedon 25 November1894 at Brussels / Belgium
; then transportedby shipto Congo, they arrivedat the end of 1894. The first 
use recordedare in the beginning of 1895 (5 January1895).



1895

Large registeredcover from Boma on April 1st, 1895 to Belgium

Top left corner  «90/6 » = 90 gr = 6th rate = 6x 50c + 50c for registration  = 3.50 Fr

The 3,50 F stampwill be issuedonly in 1898 - Frankedby 1F violet  (3x) + 50c green

Framed
« Recommandé
» with manuscrit 
serienumber
« N°565»



1896

1) Cover sent from Matadi (May 2nd, 1896) to Boma ςDomestic rate at 15c frankedby 
a strip of 5c darkbrown (as shownon right top corner of this page)

2) The addresseewasreturned in Gand / Belgium- Additionalfrankingof 35c for 
international rate at Boma (May 7th) with three 10c blueand 5c red-brownς
backstampedGand on June 26th. Postman cancel «14» in circleappliedat Gand.

First state of the cover, 
beforeupdate of address

and additionalstamps.



1897

1) Small cover sent from Tumbu-Mani (July 7th, 1897) to  Leopoldville ςdomesticrate at 
15c frankedby 5c red-brown& 10c blue(the cardwasprobablywritten with more than
5 wordsand thusoff printed matter rate at 10c) ςtransit by Lukungu, Matadi and Boma

2) The addresseewasreturnedat Seraing / Belgium- forwardedςCongolaise «T» with
0,35 in bluepencil(missingfrankingfor international rate of 50c.) Taxation appliedat 
arrivalat the 2x 35c with 2 Belgianpostage due stampsof 20c & 50c on 29 October
1897. ςbadtaxation because, accordingto UPU, onlysingle taxation for forwarded
mail. (Note that a Belgiantaxation for more than 50c isscarce.)

FRONT

REVERSE



1898

Postal stationery at 15c (Stibbe # 16) ςreply card (separate from double card 
15c+15c ςdemand + reply) sent from Leopoldville 9 August 1898 to 
Lessines / Belgium where it arrived on 14 Sept. via Boma 16 August.

precursor of CARTE POSTALE INCOMPLETE  marking : at post office, the 
ǇƻǎǘƳŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ  ά[9hth[5±L[[9έ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ όƻōƭƛǉǳŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻǇ 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊύ Ҍ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƴƻǘŜ άŎŀǊǘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ όƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎŀǊŘύ ǘƻ 
justify the missing of the demand card. (Ex Stibbe Collection ςonly one 
recorded)

The BOMA ,MATADI or 
BANANA CARTE  
INCOMPLETE 
3 framedmarks were
createdby Belgian
Congo Post Offices 
becausesome
addresseeshave filed
a complaint for the 
stealof their reply
cardof the double 
postal stationery,  by 
the Belgianpostmen. 
In fact, no steal, 
becausethe senders
sent onlyone card
(havingdetachthe 
replycardfor another
use)



1899

Cover sent from Banana (June 27th, 1899)  to the German Governorof Cameroon; 
backstampedLagos / Nigeria & Kamerun(August 1st, 1899).

Scarcefrontier rate at 25c (in place of international date at 50c.)

Frankedby 10c blueand 15c darkochre.



1900

Cover sent from Stanleyville  in 1900 to Brussels / Belgium; backstampedLeopoldville 
( Oct24th, 1900) & Boma ςBrussels arrival (Nov22th).

International postage rate = 50c. frankedby the both 25c Mols  - orange & blue
That wasonly possible betweenMay 25th (new issue of Mols stampswith the new 

UPU colour) and December31th, 1900 
(out of use of the 25c orange of 1894 issue)



1901

There wereno revenue stampsin Congo 
Free State and the postage stampswere
usedas it on official documents suchas 
«tŜǊƳƛǎ ŘŜ tƻǊǘ ŘΩ!ǊƳŜǎ» at 20 F of fees. 
Herea «Permis» type C for native 
plantation chief. (to be usedagainst
predators)
Deliveredat the LomaniCompanyat 
Kinshasa on 7 August 1901 ςblue flag 
cancel of District du Stanley-Pool.



1902

« ENREGISTRE» specialrate for a travel from Basokoon 30 Sept. 1902 (upperCongo) to Leopoldville with
additionalfeesof 15c. Recordedon nr 244 + red note «to be registered» in red ink.

Registrationhas been appliedat Leopoldville on 24 October1902 after cancellingthe ENREGISTRE mark 
and recordedon nr 1924 ςat this moment, full registration isactive to the Belgianaddresseeςarrival

at Brussels on 25 Nov.

Postcardrate at 50c. (old rate appliedafter May 1st, 1902 ςnew rate is15c) + 50c for registration



1903
Cover sent from Leopoldville 

on 30 July 1903 to Port Elizabeth / 
South Africa  - transit by Matadi , 

Loanda/ Angola 

& 

Lourenço Marques  /Mozambique.

Printedmatter rate at 10c / 50gr for 
« Photos»

Frankedby four 5c green Mols

for a weightof 51-100gr



1904

Large registeredbusiness cover «Compagnie du Kasai» sent from
Leopoldville (Nov2nd,1904) to Brussels ς895 gr = 60th rate

60 x 50c + 50c registr. = 30.50 F over frankedat 32.5 F 

(badweighingmade by sender) ςhighestfrankingrecorded

Split vertical strip of 9 (4th columnςsheetpos 4 to 44) 

of 3.50 F vermillon + 1F carmine. 



1905

Small cover sent from Boma 11 Dec. 1905 to Brussels / Belgium.

Printedmatter rate at 10c. Frankedby 10c carmine Mols.

VÉRIFIÉmark wasappliedby the Post Office for the agreement of the reducedrate, 
prouvedits check : openedcover and lessthan 5 wordson text on the letter/card.



1906

Cover sent from Thysvilleon 7 November1906 to Boma whereit arrivedon 9 Nove.

Domestic rate at 15c. / 15gr

Frankedby 5c green + 10c carmine Mols

Addressee= Capt. Daniell c/o Hatton & CooksonCo at Boma 

(British Companyinstalledat Boma from 1877)



1907

Registered cover from Inongo1907 to Matadi ςregistration appliedat Inongowith unframed
RECOMMANDE bluestraight line on nr 115 

(it wasthe beginningof the progressive registration in the UpperCongo from 1905 to 1909)
Domestic rate of 15c / 15gr + 25c for domesticregistration

Transit by Leopoldville on reverse.



1908

Picture postcard send from Upper Congo on 1 April 1908 to Brussels where it arrived on 2 August ; 
the stamp was cancelled in Stanleyville 7 April. Shipwrecked on 15 April in Congo River and 

recovered two months later with his stamp missing and a trace of a 15c oxidized on view side 
from another card of the mailbag. 

Sorted at Leopoldville on 5 July 1908 to then resumed its journey to the addressee.

3 lines violet special mark applied to justify the delay.



1909
BelgianCongo

provisionaloverprintedissues
and new definitive issues



1909

2nd weight international rate from Léopoldville 1909 to Brussels  Ą 2x 50c 

frankedby  50c olive with CONGO BELGE overprintappliedLocaly(type L5) + 

10c red PRINCE Issue with typographicCONGO BELGE overprint + 

+ 40c blue-green with typographicCONGO BELGE overprint.



1910

Registered Unilingualpostal stationery written at Elisabethvilleto the Belgian
Consulateat Smyrne/ Turkeyvia London  - cancelledby LUKAFU ςmarch31th, 1910 

ςsecond cancel borrowedat Lukafupost office - first date known.

Rate  : international postcardat 15c + registration at 50c.

Twoadditional25c with typographicoverprint (misplacedto centre) ςrate at 65c.

UnframedRECOMMANDE recordedby number252.



1911

MIKOLA post office wasopenedon March 1911 ςon 15 Sept, hisnamewas
changedǘƻ aΩ.ŀȅŀ ŀƴŘ later finally to BAYA.

Only2 items are currentlyrecordedwith this cancellation.

Postal stationeryfrom Mikola19 Oct. 11 to Bois-de-Villers / Belgium

with an additional5c Bilingual1910 issue.



1912

Large official registeredcover from Leopoldville (8 June 1912) to Brussels.

New 1910 rate : 3rd weight rate (45gr) = 3x 25c + 25c registration 

Frankedby 1F carmin with CONGO BELGE typographicoverprint

Beginningof the registration label in place of framed/ unframedmarks



1913

Large registeredbusiness cover sent from Dima  on 1 Oct
1913 to Antwerp/ Belgium.

10 th weight rates (140 gr) = 10x  25c + 25c registration = 
2.75 Fr

Frankedby  50c Unilingualissue + 

25c & 1F (pair) Bilingual1910 issue


